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The Union 
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Welcome 
This August marks the 200th anniversary of the 
Great Council and Treaty of Prairie du Chien.

In August 1825, Over a thousand American 
Indians gathered at Prairie du Chien for a two 
week treaty council with the United States to 
negotiate territorial boundaries.  As a result of the 
treat, the United States formally recognized the 
territorial claims of American Indians to most of 
the present states of Wisconsin, Minnesota, and 
Iowa, plus parts of Illinois and Michigan.  
Territorial boundaries were established between 
the participating American Indian nations. The 
participating nations agreed to “firm and 
perpetual peace.” The participating nations 
acknowledged “the general controlling power of 
the United States.”

The United States acquired no new land in 
the 1825 treaty, but the division of American 
Indian territory into bounded tribal claims helped 
“clear the title” to native lands. Over the next 
three decades, the U.S. would negotiate additional 
treaties with each tribe to acquire the territorial 
claims they had defined in 1825.

To respect the wishes of 
the Native Nations who 
participated in the 1825 Treaty 
of Prairie du Chien, there will 
be no public program to mark 
this anniversary.

This council and event, 
of which everyone should be 
aware, is part of the history of 
Prairie du Chien and the 
United States.
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The Great Treaty Held at Prairie du Chien, 
1825 

	 James Otto Lewis was an engraver and painter. From 1823 to 1834, Lewis 
worked for the US War Department to travel in the west and Indian portraits. He 
was present at the 1825 Great Council and Treaty of Prairie du Chien, where he 
painted the portraits of between fifty and sixty of the most prominent chiefs. The 
also recorded the setting of the council, which occurred south and east of the first 
Fort Crawford. He used the portraits he and others had painted to create 
engravings he published in his Aboriginal Portfolio. Published in ten monthly 
installments, the first part was offered for sale in May 1835.

Type to enter text

Native Nations in Attendance: Dakota, Ojibwe, Menominee, Ho-Chunk, Sac, 
Meskwaki, Ioway, Potawatomi, Chippewa, and Ottawa.
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Thank You to More New Members 
Individual	 	 	 	 	 Family 

Norbert Aschom Tom & Cathy Nelson

Melissa Collum David & Bonita Ralph

Collections Sponsor 

Marianne Carolan

Visiting Our Ancestors 

Visiting Our Ancestors, the annual tour of historic cemeteries of Prairie du 
Chien sponsored by the Prairie du Chien Historical Society will be held 
Saturday October 4, 2025. There will be two tours, both beginning at the Fort 
Crawford Museum. The first tour begins at 9:30 am and the second begins at 
1:30 pm. The cost is $20.00 per person. Reservations are required, as each tour 
is limited.

This year the participates will meet historic personages at the Old 
Catholic Burying Ground/Frenchtown Cemetery, Calvary Cemetery, St. 
Gabriel’s Cemetery, and the Brisbois Cemetery.  Some new “historic people,” 
who have never been present at pervious tours, will be part of the visits.

Frenchtown Cemetery 
looking east to 
Calvary Cemetery, 
circa 1930.
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Collection Activities 
Each year the Wisconsin Historical Society offers mini-grants to Historical Society 

affiliates, of which the Prairie du Chien Historical Society is one. The funds are to be used for 
collection care and access.

Carolyn Sand has overseen the care of the PdC Historical Society’s collections for a 
great number of years. Each year when the grant season opens, Carolyn looks at the needs of 
our collections (which are many) and selects a need for which to ask for funding. She writes the 
grant proposal and submits to the Wisconsin Historical Society. Carolyn has become quite 
adept and successful at writing these mini-grants. These year she requested funding to hire a 
person to teach our volunteers, who are interested, how to used PastPerfect Museum Software. 
PastPerfect offers collection management software that is used by large and small museums 
across the United States. With PastPerfect, anyone can catalog artifacts, produce custom 
reports and forms for the acquisition, accession, conservation, loan, and deaccession of any 
object. One can track location of objects and attach research to the object.

As Carolyn wrote in the grant application, “Collection work for the Prairie du Chien 
Historical Society was initially started when we took over what had been the Medical Museum. 
First a paid employee started working with the collection, but soon, the responsibility was 
turned over to volunteers. Volunteers continued with the collection work. The PastPerfect 
computer program was purchased, and early artifact records were entered into the program. 
This continued until 2016. Since that time collection work revolved around the physical 
organization of the collection room and acknowledging donations that were long overdue.

“We currently have donations, deeds of gifts and accession worksheets (except for the 
location of the object) completed with 85% of artifacts in our collection. Now the records from 
2017 to the present need to be entered into our PastPerfect program.

“Advanced Museum Services has offered to train volunteers in the use of the PastPerfect 
collections management system. This training includes a basic overview of the system, and a 
step-by-step tutorial of how to accession and catalog objects. A question-and-answer period to 
fine-tune this training will follow so that it meets the needs of our museum. This training will 
be held via Zoom and will be 3 hours in length. By using Zoom rather than in person training, 
we can keep the cost reasonable.

“Volunteers will learn how to use PastPerfect to understand the collection process. More 
importantly, volunteers will learn how to input data into the program.”

Thanks to Carolyn, the Prairie du Chien Historical Society received a grant to hire a consultant 
from Advanced Museum Services. The Society was one of twenty Wisconsin museums to 
receive funding.
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Have You Looked at This Book? 

One of our members, Bob Camardo donated a book to the Society’s library.

Furnishing Louisiana: Creole and Acadian Furniture, 1735-1835, was published by 
The Historic New Orleans Collection in a limited edition of 250 copies in 2010. 
As first glance, one might question as to why this book is part of the Society’s 
collection. First: look on page 438. Pictured, with a description is the buffet 
donated by Bob to the Historical Society, which is part of the furnishings of the 
SSt. Germain dit Gauthier House, which the Society owns in the old Main Village 
of Prairie du Chien.

Then, beginning on page 463 is a section devoted to four pieces of French-
Canadian furniture from Prairie du Chien.

Buffet, from Prairie du Rocher, Illinois 

Table, descended from the Gagnier family 
of Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin.

FYI 
	 The Lifelong Learning Institute is part of the University of Wisconsin, 
Green Bay. Mary Elise Antoine, one of our members, will present two 
programs at the Institute: “Enslaved, Indentured, Free; Slavery in Wisconsin” 
and “The Fur Trade in Wisconsin.” Both will be presented September 16, 2025. 
You may attend in person or through a video connection on the internet. 
Contact UW-Green Bay for more information.
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